
 
Geraldine Nature and Sculpture Trail 

Community Consultation 
Consideration and Responses 

 
The Geraldine Nature and Sculpture Trail (GNST) project group received a total of 34 submissions 
about the proposed design plan for the trail and 135 views on the geraldine.nz website of the plans.   
 
The project group thanks all those who took the time to make a submission and the many people that 
have already contributed to moving this exciting community project forward.  
 
Each submission was reviewed individually by the project members and then discussed as a group to 
consider all aspects in relation to the plan and to formulate a response to each submitter. 
 
Almost all submissions received were in favour and supportive of the design plan and the trail concept. 
 
As expected, there were several common themes or topics, and this document will outline the Project 
Group’s response to the main points raised. 
 

Overarching Principles: 
 
Many submissions covered aspects which the project team has already considered, and which form 
the backbone of the project’s approach.  
 
Accessibility:  When developing all parts of the trail, consideration will be given to ensuring good levels 
of accessibility.  From the type of surface covering used on the trail, to selection of seating and 
furniture styles, through to gradients on ramps, the project group will engage professional advice and 
accepted industry standards to make as much of the trail as accessible as possible. 
 
That said, it is acknowledged that there will be some areas where it is not possible to accommodate 
everyone, such as Talbot Forest where the trails include steps and routes of vertical elevation. 
 
Sustainability:  The project team is firmly committed to procuring locally sourced plants, materials, 
labour, and other resources as much as is practically possible.  This practice is already firmly embedded 
in the project ethos. 
 
Environment:  The project is fully committed to protecting and preserving Geraldine’s natural 
environment, including (but not limited to) the bat population and dark skies, by taking steps to ensure 
the effect of lighting and other factors are addressed. 
 
Approvals:  The Project group is a cross-organisational group which includes representatives from the 
Timaru District Council, Geraldine Community Board, DOC, Geraldine.nz and Geraldine Licensing Trust.  
All relevant legislation, regulations, consultation requirements etc. will be adhered to in the 
development of the trail and all correct permissions secured to undertake any developments 
proposed.   
 

Response to Common Themes: 
 
Carparking/footpaths:  The Geraldine Community Board and Timaru District Council (TDC) will be 
developing a carparking strategy for Geraldine within the next 12 months and the GNST will be a key 
stakeholder in discussions to ensure the trails’ needs are taken into consideration.  The project group 



has strong links to the Land Transport Unit at TDC and any identified issues will be managed in 
collaboration. 
 
Toilets:   The project group will work with the TDC to ensure that adequate public toilets are available 
around Geraldine as needed. 
 
Rhododendron Dell:  This area is being cared for by the Geraldine River Trail Committee which has 
strong links to the GNST project group, with a partnership approach being taken in relation to this 
area.   
 
The area contains crown land administered by both DOC and Land Information NZ (LINZ) and managed 
by the TDC under Memorandums of Understanding (MOU’s) with both entities. 
 
The MOUs include a native planting schedule which is a requirement of both DOC and LINZ. 
 
As such, there will be increased plantings of natives in that area in the future.  A representative of DOC 
sits on the GNST board, which has resulted in a close and productive relationship.  Discussions and site 
inspections have also been held with Ecan staff to ensure appropriate management of river protection 
works and planting. 
 
In addition to natives and functional plantings, other plantings will be established to provide seasonal 
variation and colour. 
 
This area will continue to burst with colour and interest into the future.  Any development there will 
be respectful of and sensitive to the hard work done over many years by previous and current 
volunteers. 
 
Space for Children:  Offering interesting and playful experiences for the young (and the young at heart) 
will be an important pillar of the design plan.   
 
The aim will be to invite and encourage people to engage with the trail holistically and to take the time 
to use all their senses.  To hear the birds and river, smell the flowers, touch rough bark, or smooth 
sculptures and so on.  Natural play will be a key feature.   
 
Gnomes:  Gnomes were a topic with submissions received both for, and against, their inclusion in the 
trail.  The project group believes that there is definitely a place for gnomes in Geraldine, but states 
that that the trail is intended for high quality art and sculpture displays, which must be robust and 
meet health and safety considerations.  Gnomes were not seen as a good fit for the trail, which was 
also intended to be a unique experience and an area to celebrate nature and the natural environment. 
 
Costing:  A key objective in the brief to the landscape architects was that the plans be achievable and 
affordable for a small rural community.   
 
The project group has an estimated budget for Loop 1 and, now that feedback has been received, will 
be able to finalise that budget and seek funding.  A funding schedule is being developed with plans to 
approach public funders, as well as the community, for support. 
 
 
 
 


