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Geraldine Walkway Proposal 
 
Executive Summary 
 
The Geraldine community has a vision to create an experience which will revitalise the soul, feed the 
mind and send the heart soaring.   
 
Encompassing flowing water, sparkling sunlight, native forest, birdsong, vistas of inspiring artwork and 
stories of local history, culture and nature, the Geraldine Walkway will be free, accessible to all and 
totally unique to New Zealand. 
 
This is a project long talked about by the community and finally commencing.  It builds on established 
projects and agreements (in some cases, long-running ones), bringing them together to create a 
cohesive experience which tells the story of Geraldine. 
 
 The whole community is engaged and motivated to make it happen. 
 
Funding is required to: 
 

• Conduct community consultation 

• Undertake a feasibility study to develop a commercial business model  

• Develop cohesive professional design plans  

• Develop concept plans for a sculpture App to provide narrative and facilitate potential 
sculpture sales 

• Engage project managerial and art convenor skills to develop and progress the project,  secure 
funding and artwork for the sculpture garden 

Figure 1 Rhododendron Dell 

https://gogeraldine.co.nz/geraldine-lifestyle/
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About Geraldine 

Geraldine is a picturesque country town of 2,600 people, located along the Inland Scenic Route 72, 
South Canterbury and is approximately 1.5 hours south of Christchurch and just 10 minutes from State 
Highway 1.  
 
It is on the main route to/from Tekapo, Aoraki/Mt Cook and Queenstown and as such, enjoys a healthy 
throughput of domestic and international visitor traffic. 
 
Leaving Christchurch Airport, Geraldine is often the first ‘pause’ in the journey for visitors, offering a 
special opportunity for the community to engage with them and give an authentic, natural, and warm 
welcome to our region.  This location that the town plays a key part in the tourism pipeline around 
the South Island and an important role in shaping visitor impressions.   
 
For domestic visitors Geraldine is often seen as a central location in the South Island for family holidays 
and reunions, as well as a highly popular stopover point for those travelling both north and south. 
 
Geraldine is a natural centre for the hub-and-spoke model of tourism, with visitors able to use the 
town as their base for accommodation and initial exploration, then explore the rest of the Timaru 
District, North Otago, Mackenzie Country, and also Mid Canterbury and Christchurch, via a series of 
day trips. 
 

             Figure 2 Rhododendron Dell Figure 4 Geraldine Domain 

Figure 3 Talbot Street, Geraldine 
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This approach offers visitors a chance to experience and understand Geraldine more deeply, to grow 
a stronger connection with, and understanding of, the people and place and to enjoy day trip 
destinations in a more leisurely way, without the need to identify and secure accommodation, pack, 
travel and find new dining options each day.  
 
As the only town in the Timaru District on the main tourist route, Geraldine is a vital hook to entice 
visitors to explore deeper into the district, increasing the length of visitation and spend.   Collaborating 
with and building partnerships with our Mid Canterbury and Mackenzie Country colleagues, to slow 
visitors down through our collective regions, is important.  
 
It is Geraldine’s challenge to grow the number and length of overnight stays.  With no single major 
visitor attractions in the Geraldine area, it has traditionally been difficult to hold visitors longer than 
the length of a refreshment break. 
 
The District of Geraldine enjoys a reputation as an artists’ retreat and boasts several well-known artists 
as residents including John Badcock, Mike Deavoll, Richard Bolton, Ben Woollcombe, and the late 
Austen Deans, to name just a few.   
 

With a range of art galleries, artist’s studios open to the public, a craft collective selling locally 
produced arts, crafts, and wool products and a weekly al fresco craft market, Geraldine’s artistic 
credentials are well established. 
 

Figure 5 John Badcock Plein Air 
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Overlooked by ancient native forest, the town is intersected by the meandering Waihi River and 
graced with majestic exotic trees planted by the pioneering settlers.  It is a place also known for its 
artisan food products and attractive historic town centre. 
 
Geraldine is well served with a range of accommodation options from camping through to luxury and 
offers a selection of visitor activities including farm tours, horse trekking, rafting, canyoning, mountain 
biking, golfing, museums, walking tours, day spas and more. 
 
However, the town seeks a single major visitor attraction to complete transition from a pleasant 
stopover to fully fledged visitor destination.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 6 Canyoning with Big Rock Adventures 
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A Quintessential Slice of Rural New Zealand 
 

The Waihi River Walkway is one of several excellent walking 
trails in Geraldine, which includes a network of walks 
through the Department of Conservation’s Talbot Forest.   
 
Residents and visitors often walk the riverside track and 
then continue to a bush walk through Talbot Forest; a 
remnant of ancient podocarp forest set on the hills 
overlooking Geraldine and return through the centre of 
town. 
 
More recently the community has seen the potential for this 
informal route to become a signposted walkway in 
celebration of, and showcasing, Geraldine’s natural, artistic, 
cultural, and historical heritage, which can be shared with 
visitors. 
 
Each aspect of the walkway will offer users the chance to 
experience a different facet of Geraldine, and by extension 
New Zealand. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The contrasting natural settings (natives versus exotics, 
wild versus planned) of the different parts of the 
walkway would serve as interesting and diverse 
backdrops for artistic, cultural and heritage pieces 
telling the story of the land, the town, and the people.  
 
The walkway will provide opportunities for community 
collaboration, a showcase of local and New Zealand 
talent and become a source of much pride for everyone 
from the young to the young at heart.    
 
Geraldine would become a must-visit destination and 
the walkway a name synonymous with the town.   
 
The walkway, telling the story of our area, also offers an 
innovative opportunity for the young people of 
Geraldine, and the wider District, to learn in a fun 
interactive way about our history, our nature and about 
creativity through art, while enhancing their wellbeing  
by exercising and enjoying the outdoors. 
 

 

       Figure 7 Talbot Forest Track 

Figure 8 Under the canopy on Riverside Walk 
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Community Connections and Working Together 

Geraldine is a community blessed with a strong tradition of volunteering, collaboration and getting 
things done.  The walkway concept is the most recent opportunity for a range of local groups to work 
together to create a community asset which is accessible, sustainable, and most importantly a unique 
experience for all. 
 
Stakeholders in this project include: 
 
*Timaru District Council 
*Geraldine Community Board  
*Department of Conservation (landowners) 
*Land Information NZ (landowners) 
*Environment Canterbury 
*Arowhenua Marae (local Iwi) 
*Geraldine.NZ (Community Development and Promotions Assn) 
*Bike Geraldine 
*Geraldine Public Art Group 
*Talbot Forest Working Group (Innovators of replanting public areas in native bush) 
*Garden Community Gardens Volunteer workforce  
 

Over the years, there has been a lot of informal community discussion about and ideas offered in 
relation to this project.  A key aspect in developing a design plan is to harness those thoughts and 
ideas, through community consultation, to produce a collective vision which can then be translated 
into a cohesive plan. 
 

Figure 9 Collaboration starts young in Geraldine at the Kindergaten 
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All consultation will be framed by relevant statutory provisions to ensure that submissions will be 
constructive, and expectations managed. 
 
From a practical stance, participation is likely to extend into opportunities to volunteer on different 
aspects of the project and the ongoing development and maintenance of the walkway.  From this 
approach, enjoyment can be gained both by contributing to and experiencing the walkway.  
 
The Geraldine community is committed to creating a multi-organisational project team to research, 
plan and create the Geraldine Walkway.  With benefits extending to the wider district, it will be pivotal 
to include our district-wide colleagues including Aoraki Tourism (RTO) and Aoraki Development (EDA). 
 
The use of appropriately skilled experts and professionals will be vital to ensure that the vision is 
feasible, translated into effective plans and then actioned at a pace, which is achievable and 
sustainable, while being appropriately funded. Community support, motivation and action is also an 
essential component to the success of the project. 
  
It is for this reason that the group has recognised that the engagement of a project manager and art 
convener are as important as the creation of a design plan.   
 
Having these professional, accountable roles in place will coordinate the required actions to keep the 
project on track and on time, while also bringing together the various community groups and 
stakeholders who will contribute towards individual areas of the project and in achieving the vision. 
 
These roles will include fundraising activities, which will be vital to supply the funds needed.  In 
particular, the art convenor is a specialist role required to bring the vision of a world class Sculpture 
Garden to fruition. 

Figure 10 Geraldine Lions celebrate the opening of the Picnic Shelter 
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The Existing Walkway 
 

 
Figure 11 Map of Geraldine and Walkways 

Viewing the map above (route marked in dark blue), the walkway commences in the centre of town, 
by the cenotaph (bottom point of the marked route) and overlooking the Rhododendron Dell, which 
breaks out into a riot of colour each spring.  Many of the rhododendrons have been donated over the 
years by members of the community and come with their own stories to tell.       
 
The trail travels down into the dell, which is protected by a canopy of mature exotic trees, providing 
dappled shade on hot summer days.   Further along, the river comes into view and glimpses of fish 
can be seen in the rock pools at the right time of day, while children love to paddle in the river in 
summer.  
 
The Waihi River pedestrian bridge links the town centre with Kennedy Park on the north side of the 
river.  This park has been home to a mid-winter festival each year, a busy thoroughfare for pedestrians 
strolling to and from town and an area of play for local children at the skate park and playground 
included in the grounds. 
 
Further along the southern riverside walkway, the path widens as it enters a lush grove of 
rhododendrons nestled among large native trees.  The pathway divides, with one route opening out 
to the expanse of Todd Park, where flowering cherry trees, donated by Japanese students attending 
Geraldine High School, provide a splash of colour and shade from the heat of summer. 
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The other route, with glimpses of Todd Park on one side and the river on the other, continues along 
to the road bridge, where in spring a spectacular ‘guard of honour’ of magnificent flowering cherry 
trees creates an impressive welcome to those crossing the river into the heart of Geraldine.     
 
As a safe alternative to crossing a busy road, the pathway will be formed to pass under the bridge to 
reach the other side, the attractive picnic shelter built by the local Lions Club (with timber from the 
former bridge) is a perfect spot to take a break and admire the blossom trees.   
 
The walkway then winds its way up into Talbot forest, an area of natural significance as one of the few 
remaining remnants of ancient podocarp forest left in the Canterbury region.  The temperature drops 
slightly as the archway of native trees envelopes the trail, while piwakawaka flit daintily around and 
the soft coo of kereru can be heard floating down from above.  
 

Depending on the route taken through the forest, expansive views over the Canterbury Plains toward 
the sea and Timaru can be enjoyed before heading back into the bush and finally emerging once again 
into the light on Hislop St, where the focus shifts from ancient native bush to a very recent and 
successful community collaboration to re-forest a hillside area with native plantings.   
 
Heading into town, the walkway takes in the Geraldine Visitor Information Centre and the historic 
main street of Geraldine which abounds with cafes, boutique retailers, craft shops and art galleries.  
 
At the culmination of the walkway, there is a weekly craft market and during summer, the Farmers 
Market is a busy and popular stop on Saturday mornings, located just a stone’s throw away on the 
lawn in St Mary’s grounds. 
 
The riverside section of the walkway is subject to memoranda of understanding between the Timaru 
District Council and landowners DOC and LINZ.  A Walkway Committee has already been formed to 
manage this specific area which makes for an excellent starting position. 

Figure 12 Lions Picnic Shelter 
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The Walkway Vision 
 

The vision for the walkway is to take this naturally beautiful template and create an integrated 
experience which spans nature, the arts, history, and culture to tell the story of Geraldine and its 
people. 
 
Art installations will be sited along the walkway to create an art and sculpture trail which is completely 
free to enter and open to be experienced at any time of the day.   
 
The vision is to display art of all types, sizes, and themes.  While sculpture would be a key medium, 
there may be opportunities to feature other forms of art along the walkway to create a multi-sensory 
experience.  Public art is designed to be robust in ways that private outdoor art need not be, so this 
would be a key underpinning of the selection of pieces for the trail. 
 
Through the development and execution of a landscape plan, fully embracing locally-occurring native 
biodiversity, the walkway, with its stunning artworks, would become an outstanding experience for 
domestic and international visitors, as well as a major community asset and source of great pride and 
enjoyment. 
 
The current juxtaposition of native plantings with exotics would be further enhanced in relevant areas, 
creating contrast, colour, and texture, as well as opportunities for architecturally designed areas.  
Locally occurring natives would be included in the planting schedule, while in the future there is a 
desire for a dedicated botanic plants area which would form part of the overall walkway experience. 
 
Weed eradication and animal pest control would be a key element of the project and in keeping with 
Geraldine’s commitment to create a predator free Talbot Forest by 2050. 
 
The walkway will be appealing, accessible and sustainable. 
 

Figure 13 The Current Walkway 
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An overall landscape design plan would include the adjoining areas of Kennedy and Todd Parks, to 
further develop those areas for recreation and outdoor enjoyment by all ages and increase their use.   
These areas would be accessed from the main walkway as well as by other means. 
 
A separate cycling trail would eventually be created, running east along the river’s stop bank, linking 
the centre of town with the established and highly popular Orari River trails.  At present, riders must 
navigate a busy 100 kilometre per hour speed limit road or transport bikes by car to the trail intake 
points.  
  

In addition to the main walkway along the river, short feeder trails may be created to lead from the 
main walkway to sculpture locations.  
 
The vision is for our local history, fauna, and flora to be celebrated with a range of interpretation 
panels that would be situated at regular points along the trail to provide natural pause points and 
interesting information.  These would span the whole route but mainly focused on the riverside and 
Talbot Forest sections.  Opportunities to encourage interaction would be incorporated into the panels 
to engage all ages and embed learning.  
  
Moving into town, the art theme would be continued as walkers pass several beautiful murals, already 
in place around the centre of town.  The CBD lampposts would be individually painted with bright, 
visually exciting splashes of colour to draw visitors onwards in exploration.  Continuing the themes of 
nature, history, art etc through this area will ensure a cohesion with the rest of the walkway. 
 
A number of small public spaces, virtually unused by the public at present, would be developed as 
‘pockets of paradise’ where seating, plantings and art would combine to create small oases tucked 
just steps away from the busy main street, yet with the feel of a secret waiting to be discovered and 
enjoyed as an escape from the hustle bustle. 

Figure 14 Cycling next to the Waihi River 
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A wonderful finale will be the transformation of a green area on Cox St with an impressive art piece 
as its centre point.  This would be visible from the road and act as a beacon for visitors to stop in the 
town and explore further.   
 
The walkway would become the framework from which visitors discover and experience the whole 
town, through the other walking tracks and activities, and requiring longer stays and increased 
spending.  
 
From an initial 45-minute stroll, as the walkway is today, a visitor could linger several hours as they 
stop along the way to engage with the art, read and understand the interpretation panels, taste, and 
shop.    
 
It is envisaged that the walkway, as a tourism product, would then become a springboard for the 
formation of arts related events, furthering increasing visitation and promoting the area. 
 
For example, an annual festival with artists working in situ along the walkway route interspersed with 
live music, crafts, and boutique stalls. Workshops, competitions, and pop-up displays could develop, 
as well as the use of these unique public spaces for al fresco theatre, musical events, readings, and 
gatherings.  
 
A night sculpture walk event concept could also be developed, perhaps seasonally, to experience the 
art at a different time of the day.  A summer’s night would offer one experience but so would the 
depths of winter, with light and dark contrasts, and connections to the Winterlights Festival and 
Lantern Walk.  

  

Figure 15 Totara Square is ripe for enhancement 
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Sculpture Garden in Detail 

A key aspect of the plan is to attract and host high quality art pieces to rival the best sculpture gardens 
in New Zealand.  With the few other sculpture gardens located in the South Island charging entry 
admission and operating limited opening hours, Geraldine is well placed to offer an experience for the 
enjoyment of many.  
 
The proposed model for the Geraldine sculptural trail is free entry and open access to the public all 
year round – making it the most accessible and inclusive trail in the country, as well as unique with 
the mix of native New Zealand Fauna and New Zealand art. 
 
The inspiration for the sculpture trail aspect of the Geraldine project is the Tai Tapu Sculpture Garden 
in Christchurch, which combines stunning, thought provoking art, with native regeneration.   
 
Having the close involvement and guidance of the Department of the Conservation, located in 
Geraldine, will ensure that the planting schedule for the walkway enhances and encourages locally-
occurring native plantings while providing a lush, textured, and colourful backdrop to the art pieces. 
 
Signage at main access points to the walkway would encourage walkers to download a walkway app 
which would provide extra narrative and stories as visitors walk around the pathway, and potentially 
act as the catalogue / price book for the artworks and sculptures, with e-commerce capability so works 
can be purchased.  
 
Commissions from sales would provide an important source of revenue to supplement donation boxes 
located at those same walkway access points.   
 
It is envisaged that some key sculptures and artworks will be donated after targeted approaches to 
leading members of the community, with appropriate acknowledgements on these items.   
 

Figure 16 Tai Tapu Sculpture Garden 

http://taitapusculpturegarden.co.nz/
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Some pieces would be displayed on a temporary basis, but most would be available for sale, thus 
ensuring a continually changing selection to view.  The year-round exposure should be attractive to 
artists who wish to display their installations for sale on the trail. 
 
Contributions of cash, services and labour will also be suitably acknowledged like the example below. 
 

For information on Sculpture Gardens in New Zealand please see the links below: 
 

• http://taitapusculpturegarden.co.nz/ 
• https://www.wildflowersculpture.com/ 
• https://sotg.nz/2019-event/2019-exhibiting-artists/ 
• https://www.connellsbay.co.nz/the-sculpture-park 
• https://www.sculptureum.nz/the-experience/the-gardens 
• https://www.brickbaysculpture.co.nz/ 
• https://www.sculptureinthegardens.nz/videos/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Figure 17 Queenstown Trails Trust Donation Board 

http://taitapusculpturegarden.co.nz/
https://www.wildflowersculpture.com/
https://sotg.nz/2019-event/2019-exhibiting-artists/
https://www.connellsbay.co.nz/the-sculpture-park
https://www.sculptureum.nz/the-experience/the-gardens
https://www.brickbaysculpture.co.nz/
https://www.sculptureinthegardens.nz/videos/
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Benefits 
 

Geraldine, as a community, currently benefits from the through-put of visitor traffic, domestic and 
international, traveling in both directions along the Inland Scenic Route to Tekapo and beyond. 
 
However, most travellers tend to stop only for a short time for a refreshment break or short overnight 
stay.  Such a limited timeframe restricts the ability of visitors to connect deeply with the area and its 
people. 
 
The challenge faced by our community is to entice visitors, of all types, to stay longer.  
 
Benefits of the walkway project include: 
 

• Providing visitors with a reason to come to Geraldine (“we must do that amazing walk!”) and 
increase to multi-day stays 
 

• Increased stay length will result in increased spending on accommodation, dining, activities, 
and speciality stores. The cascade effect will be positively felt by all within the community and 
boost the local economy   

 

• Having an iconic visitor attraction, such as the proposed walkway, would be an asset that helps 
to put Geraldine ‘on the map’, and will make it a must-visit destination 

 

• The walkway has strong appeal for both domestic and international visitors combining nature 
with art, history, and culture 
 

Figure 18 Piece from Tai Tapu Sculpture Garden 
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• The artistic aspect of the walkway offers a chance to showcase and support the South 
Canterbury and New Zealand arts scene    
 

• Commission on sculpture sales may provide income to support the ongoing acquisition of art 
pieces  

 

• The walkway will be a springboard to a range of art related events which will further fuel 
visitor numbers and spending 

 

•  Providing a platform to share the story of Geraldine and for visitors to develop a meaningful 
understanding about our place and people 

 

• Strengthening of community bonds and enhancing individual and collective wellbeing  
 

• The ability to hook visitors in to spend time in the wider Timaru district 

 

  

Figure 19 Walking in Talbot Forest 
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The Process in Brief 
 

 
Figure 20 Geraldine from Above 

The first step is to invite community representatives, stakeholders and interested parties to a 
workshop to undertake consultation and gather ideas.   
 
All grand visions need to be tested for and subject to feasibility analysis and this would naturally 
apply to the ideas presented within this document and submitted during the consultation phases.  
 
From there key outputs which will derive from this workshop, and ongoing planning, will be to 
define the scope of a: 
 

• Landscape RFP (request for proposal) 
 

• Walkway App RFP  
 

• Commercial business model (financial modelling, taking advice from the Tai Tapu 
Sculpture Garden and others) 

 
• Recruitment of a part time project manager and a part time art convenor 

 
• Send RFP’s to several landscape designers with an interview process to shortlist etc 

 
External grants must be secured to finance: 
 

• The landscape plans 
 

• Design of the business model 
 

• Design and build of the walkway App 
 

• Project management to coordinate the overall project 
 

• Art convenor skills during the start-up phase and until the sculpture trail becomes self-
funding through commissions on art sales 

 
Proposal Author:  Geraldine.NZ     Proposal Date:   June 2020 
 

https://gogeraldine.co.nz/go-geraldine/

