
Grandpa’s Toys Celebrates 20 years in Business 

in 2019. 

 

Grandpas Toys, one of Geraldine’s best-

known businesses started 20 years ago this 

year.  

Founder John Rule was looking for a change 

in direction and decided to try his hand at 

making wooden toys. Soon enough orders 

were flowing in and his garage at home in 

Woodend was a bustling workshop. Soon 

they progressed to a large workshop in 

Loburn where they employed three people.  

Ten years ago, John and wife Joanne returned 

to John’s hometown of Geraldine and 

opened a shop in the old Mobil petrol station 

(now the Running Duck). They continued to 

make wooden toys but also sold other 

children’s toys and established a nation-wide 

reputation as one of only a handful of independent toys shops left in New Zealand.  

Five years ago, Grandpas moved to its present site in the heart of Talbot Street. In 2018 John and 

Joanne handed over the reins to new owner, Amanda Taylor. The Rules have now returned to 

Christchurch to be closer to family and daughter Aleshia who is attending university and they have 

taken a different path selling mini donuts!  

Amanda took over in September 2018 and aided by her three active sons she has been getting to grips 

with the serious business of kids’ toys. Amanda was, for eleven years, the Office Manager for HHA 

Associates (local Business Software company) and says she is enjoying the big change to her life and 

the challenges involved with learning a new business.  

Toy buying is not new to Amanda though, as she was part of the Geraldine Toy Library team for more 

than 5 years. She is an active member of the Geraldine community having also volunteered for the 

home and kindergarten committee, toy library federation of New Zealand and been a member of the 

Geraldine Athletics Club committee. 

Amanda 3 boys; Harry, James and Thomas were ecstatic to learn the family had bought a toy shop and 

customers now benefit from their collective knowledge and experience as expert advisors to ensure 

each customer goes away with the perfect gift for the child in their life. Amanda and the boys try to 

help customers think outside the box and find gifts that are different and fun.  

Harry, 10, has particularly taken to the retail trade and can often be found providing advice, operating 

the cash register, or making purchasing decisions for his very own product area, the Siku range. His 

favourite part is creating the Siku window displays. It’s a real family affair in the shop as Amanda’s 

mum Kay provides relief staffing when family duties call.  



While no longer manufacturing wooden toys, Amanda says that Grandpa’s will continue to stock the 

same high quality children’s toys and games that it always has, with new ranges and products being 

added all the time to create an exciting array of options.  

She is keen to support sustainable eco-friendly brands including Indigo Jam, plus has expanded the 

variety of outdoor/water equipment (from sandpit to soccer), family games and books. Quick visual 

games that aid school resources are also an important part of the range. You will find that the reading 

materials have become multi-language for young enquiring minds, and there are plenty of smaller 

‘pocket money’ items for the junior shoppers.  

Grandpa’s has a nationwide reach through its website and Facebook page with a customer base from 

Auckland to Bluff. Amanda also works with schools and early childhood providers to equip them with 

relevant resources.  

She sees a strong demand for educational and high-quality toys and games for children and says her 

point of difference is the excellent customer service Grandpa’s offers, as well as the ability to meet 

individual customer needs. “We also aim to be a price beater where possible and to offer our 

customers the best possible value. That is our gift to our loyal customers.”  

When asked how she has found this dramatic change in life Amanda replies with a smile “I love seeing 

the little faces of the kids light up and the gasps of delight when they pass my window or find 

something special in the shop.  That makes my day.” 

 


