
History of the Geraldine Licensing Trust. 

New Zealand has a chequered past in relation to alcohol right from the early pioneering days 

when men worked hard and drank hard.  The turn of the century saw the temperance movement 

gain traction along with women’s suffragette.  Drinking then was seen by many as a barrier to 

‘national efficiency’ a concept which became especially important during WW1 when labour 

was scarce as soldiers fought abroad and supplies were needed to support the war effort. 

In 1917 a temporary piece of legislation, the Sale of Liquor Restriction Act, was introduced 

banning the sale of alcohol after 6 pm.  This act was intended to last only for the duration of 

the war and six months afterwards but due to some tricky political manoeuvring from pro-

temperance MP’s the act was made permanent in December 1918 governing drinking in New 

Zealand for the next 50 years. 

The ‘six o’clock swill’ is still a phrase remembered around the country as working men raced 

to the pub straight after work to consume as much alcohol as they could before the doors closed 

at 6 pm.  As the years wore on the early closing was challenged several times but the prevailing 

view was that men would not go home to their families for dinner if the bars were not legally 

bound to close at 6 pm.  

Conditions in bars became very basic, catering as they were for large numbers of unruly men 

bent on making the most of their limited time there.  They were not a place for women or a 

quiet civilised drink. 

As the 1950’s ended, attitudes towards drinking were changing and softening, although it was 

not until 1967, just 6 weeks shy of its 50th anniversary, that six o’clock closing was repealed 

and drinking times extended. 

In Geraldine, as with much of the South, attitudes to alcohol were staunch. Due to the abuse of 

the sale of liquor in the late 1880’s and early 1890’s Parliament gave each electorate the right 

to express their opinion over how liquor would be sold in their area.  The choices ranged from 

no licence (a dry area without alcohol sales at all), a reduction of licences or a continuation of 

the current licences.  

In 1908 Geraldine was transferred from the Temuka to Ashburton electorate, which had been 

‘dry’ since 1902.  The Geraldine hotels – The Crown, Star of the South, Bush Inn and several 

others were given an uproarious farewell as the district became dry.  It is told that the closing 

revelling at the hotels went on well into the night, spilling out into the streets.  Dancing on the 

old swing bridge becoming so energetic that the bridge rocked, rolled and then collapsed 

sending several people, including the local policeman, plunging into the cold water! 

From then onwards Geraldine folk officially had to travel to Winchester to get their fill 

although there was also a good trade in illicitly brewed concoctions, including cider, thanks to 

a local orchard. 

In 1949 a local poll voted to re-instate the sale of liquor in the area and then opted for a Liquor 

Licensing Trust to manage control of the sale of alcohol in Geraldine.  As a result, the Geraldine 

Licensing Trust was formed in 1950 and held its first elections under the Local Government 

Act to appoint 6 trustees.  



The Trust decided to purchase the Crown Hotel (which had been an accommodation house 

since going dry in 1908) rather than build new premises from scratch and following renovations 

a bottle shop opened there on 17th August 1950.  The first sale was a bottle of Digger Jamaica 

Rum and on 2nd October of the same year the bar poured its first beer in more than 40 years. 

The Trust then went from strength to strength purchasing land to build a bottle store and then 

the area where the Village Inn now sits.  Later the Trust built the Westpac Bank and Aoraki 

Legal buildings and operated bottle stores in Peel Forest and Orari.  The Trust’s monopoly on 

alcohol sales continued until 2004 when the electorate resoundingly voted to remove the 

monopoly and allow others, including supermarkets, to sell alcohol in the area. 

Around this time the trust made the decision to step back from direct management of its 

hotel/bottle store operations.  It closed the bottle stores and instituted management leases with 

skilled and experience operators.  In 2008 the decision was made to sell the Crown Hotel and 

today the Trusts activities relate solely to the management of its property and investment 

portfolio. 

Although the Trust is no longer directly involved in liquor sales its income is derived from the 

success of the businesses which operate in its premises and it encourages people to support 

those businesses to ensure that the Trust is able to continue supporting the community as it has 

been doing for nearly 70 years. 

 


